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Abstract:  
​
Muttusvāmi Dīkṣitar’s Kṛti-s give ample scope for various aspects of improvisations 
(manōdharma saṅgīta) like Rāga Ālāpana, Tānam, Niraval and Kalpana svara-s. The 
melodic approach and lyrical structure in his Kṛti-s including the Madhyamakāla 
passages aligned with the particular tempo (Kālapramāṇa) that each Kṛti demands, 
helps to develop Manōdharma aspects by incorporating the characteristic phrases 
with specific gamaka-s used to handle the svara-s in appropriate speed, prominently 
seen frequently in his compositions. 
​
In certain Rāga-s, the most commonly used phrases which are vital to establish the 
identity of the Rāga (Rāga-svarūpa) in contemporary musical practice, are not seen 
in his compositions listed in those Rāga-s. These detailed aspects necessitate 
careful consideration while improvising Rāga-Ālāpana and other Manōdharma 
aspects for such Muttusvāmi Dīkṣitar Kṛti-s. The presence of lyrical space in the 
sāhitya of his compositions and meaningful yati patterns enables to explore Niraval 
singing with creative patterns. The Ciṭṭasvara-s seen in his compositions serve as 
models to Kalpana-svara exploration with different dimensional implementation 
reflecting his comprehensive melodic vision even in rare Rāga-s represented by a 
small single Kṛti. 
​
This Lecture-demonstration aims to focus on the above facets and highlight the 
same through detailed practical illustrations of suitable examples from the available 
Kṛti-s of Muttusvāmi Dīkṣitar as documented in Saṅgīta Sampradāya Pradarśini. 


