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Abstract:

The raga system handled by Muttusvami Diksita is distinct from that handled by
Tyagaraja and Syama Sastri. The méla-s handled by him are known by the term
‘ragangaraga’. In this system of raga-s, it is not mandatory for the méla-s to have all
the seven svara-s in both aroha-avaroha and instead, it is enough if the méla has
seven svara-s either in the ardha or avardha or both put together. This system
seems to have been propounded by Muddu Vénkatamakhi and the laksana-s of
these raga-s are available in his work Ragalaksanam (18" century). After this work,
the laksana-s for these raga-s and the compositions in these raga-s are available
with notation in the Sangitasampradayapradarsini of Subbarama Diksita. In this
work, it is seen that out of the 72 ragangaraga-s, compositions are available in 68
raga-s and it is to be noted that the compositions are available in all the 40 vivadi
raga-s/meéla-s. The study of the notations of these compositions reveals that there is
a systematic approach in the handling of these raga-s by Muttusvami Diksita unique
to each vivadi svara combination despite the fact that these raga-s do not have a
straight scale as seen in the Mélakarta system.

This lecture aims to elaborate on the uniqueness seen in the handling of these
raga-s with regard to the compositions of Muttusvami Diksita.



