
Topic: A chronological study of Muttusvāmi Dīkṣita’s compositions in publications 
other than Saṅgīta Sampradāya Pradarśini  

Speaker: Dr Rajshri Ramakrishna 

Date & Time: 17.12.2025; 8.20AM 

Venue: Kasthuri Srinivasan Hall, The Music Academy 

Abstract: 

The Saṅgīta Sampradāya Pradarśini (SSP) published by Subbarama Dīkṣitar in 
1904 is considered the most important and authentic source for Muttusvāmi  
Dīkṣitar’s compositions. However, many other publications, both before and after the 
SSP, have also presented his kīrtanam-s. 

This lecture looks at how Dīkṣitar’s compositions were published over time, apart 
from the Pradarśini. It studies how these publications differ in their presentation of 
the songs, including aspects of sāhitya (lyrics), tāla (rhythm), and notation. The early 
publications contained only a few selected kīrtanam-s. 

The lecture will also focus on the works of A. Sundaram Ayyar, Rangaramanuja 
Ayyangar, and Dīkṣita Kīrtana Prakāśika by Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai. The 
notational differences with respect to the SSP, along with sāhitya and tāla variations 
wherever relevant, will be discussed in detail. 

Finally, these versions will be compared with those popularly presented on concert 
platforms. 

This lecture aims to highlight the journey of Dīkṣitar’s compositions through various 
publications and how these have shaped the way we know and perform his songs 
today. It also emphasizes the importance of studying these sources carefully to 
preserve the richness of our musical heritage. 

 


