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Abstract: 

The songs of Muddusvāmi Dīkṣita spotlight the amenability of Sanskrit for composing songs: a genre 

that was earlier dominated by the bhāṣā-s. This talk will explore the linguistic and literary content of 

Dīkṣita's songs with three themes in mind: genre, genealogy and geography. These songs depart from 

available templates such as the padam and the kīrtanam, to fashion a new form. They also incorporate 

narrative elements and literary devices that weren't usually in the remit of the song. Further, in some 

compositions, Dīkṣita displays an acute sense of place by crafting some songs with a synthesis of 

hyperlocal, arcane stories with well-known attributes and legends. 

 


